WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
--Church pool party this evening from 7:30-9:30. Bring
friends. Bring snacks. Have fun!
--Ministry Council meets Tuesday at 6
(Reminder—Ministry Council is the group that oversees
our various ministries as a congregation. If you have an idea of
something we could do...join us. Tell us about it. Let us
brainstorm the idea with you.)
GREETING one another in the name of Jesus Christ
Opening Hymn-- Wonderful Words of Life #323
JOYS AND CONCERNS
--Health Concerns of people in our congregation.
--Families in crisis everywhere
--Our nation
--Our congregation
Hymn--Call to Prayer—Lord, Listen to your Children Praying #305
PRAYER w/ Lord’s Prayer
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE
Jesus Preaching!
The best advice I’ve ever been given for sermon writing
came from Rev. Dean Phelps…one of my ministry mentors.
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Dean says that when you’re writing a sermon, always remember
to…”Give ‘em Jesus.” Well…for some time...I’ve thought, “What if
Jesus did the preaching.”
The Gospel of Matthew sets out... Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount…rather extensively. Three complete chapters are used to
relate that Sermon. Well...that’s what the next few weeks will be
about. Each week, I will read one of Matthew’s chapters of the
Sermon on the Mount. We’re going to let Jesus...preach.
Matthew presents this Sermon relatively early in Jesus’
ministry. Jesus has traveled all over Galilee healing people…and
just being with them. Now...crowds from all over...are following
Him. So Jesus decided to sit down…and teach them en masse.
In this Sermon, Jesus basically provides a beginner’s guide
to His way of thinking...and what living in God’s Realm ... should
look like. Knowing Jesus’ thoughts here...helps us to understand
His later teachings ...and…His later actions...a bit better.
SCRIPTURE PRAYER
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Matthew 5---When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the
mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And
he began to speak and taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed

are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of

heaven.
4 “Blessed

are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5 “Blessed

are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed

are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for

they will be filled.
7 “Blessed

are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8 “Blessed

are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9 “Blessed

are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of

God.
10 “Blessed

are those who are persecuted for the sake of

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed

are you when people revile you and persecute you

and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
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12 Rejoice

and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in

the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
13 “You

are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste,

how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for
anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot.
14 “You

are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot

be hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel
basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all
in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father in heaven.
17 “Do

not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the

Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell
you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.
19 Therefore,

whoever breaks one of the least of these

commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called
least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and
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teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For
I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
21 “You

have heard that it was said to those of ancient times,

‘You shall not murder,’ and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to
judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother
or sister, you will be liable to judgment, and if you insult a brother
or sister, you will be liable to the council, and if you say, ‘You fool,’
you will be liable to the hell of fire.
23 So

when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you

remember that your brother or sister has something against you.
24 leave

your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled

to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.
25 Come

to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on

the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to
the judge and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into
prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid
the last penny.
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27 “You

have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit

adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman
with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If
your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is
better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole
body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to
sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of
your members than for your whole body to go into hell.
31 “It

was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give

her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that anyone who
divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality,
causes her to commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced
woman commits adultery.
33 “Again,

you have heard that it was said to those of ancient

times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you
have made to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you: Do not swear at all,
either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for
it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great
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King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one
hair white or black. 37 Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’;
anything more than this comes from the evil one.
38 “You

have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a

tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to you: Do not resist an evildoer. But
if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also, 40 and
if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, give your coat as
well, 41 and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the
second mile. 42 Give to the one who asks of you, and do not
refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.
43 “You

have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your

neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you: Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you
may be children of your Father in heaven, for he makes his sun
rise on the evil and on the good and sends rain on the righteous
and on the unrighteous.
46 For

if you love those who love you, what reward do you

have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you
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greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing
than others? Do not even the gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
INVITATION—Jesus’ sermon is filled with an incredible mixture of
wonderfully comforting words...and incredibly challenging words.
He’s calling His followers (then and NOW) to a different way of
living in the world. When I see the world around me...and I see
how much damage we do to each other...and to ourselves...I find
myself saying...a different way of living...ain’t such a bad idea.
Maybe.. .probably ... living differently...living according to Jesus’
words... can save the world...one person at a time...beginning
with our individual selves. The only question is...are you ready to
follow Him.
Hymn-- He Leadeth Me #545
MOMENT FOR MINISTRY
SPECIAL MUSIC—Carolyn Hoffman singing
COMMUNION—One of the best books I’ve read in the last couple
years is called The Beauty of What Remains. It was written by
Rabbi Steve Leder. It talks about how we deal with the death of
loved one. Our hearts are broken...there’s an empty place in our
lives. How do we go on? The lesson of course...is remembering
and honoring the beauty of what remains. I see this Table...as
representing the beauty of what remains from the life of our
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Savior. Here the first disciples gathered and remembered their
Lord...our Lord. They remembered the Grace He offered... and
the Love He showed. They remembered His sacrifice. We
remember it all too. Jesus’ Love and Grace...is at the heart of the
Beauty that remains from His life. It’s what we remember today.
Hymn--Break Thou the Bread of Life #321 v. 1 & 2
Prayer of Elder for Bread and Cup
Words of Institution
Partake
Closing Hymn--Renew Your Church #463 1, 2, 4
BENEDICTION
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